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The course was set for economic dynamism in 
our region as early as in the 18th century,  when 
our city founder, Margrave Charles III William, 
attracted people from all over Europe with his 
1715 decree bestowing commercial, tax and re-
ligious privileges on settlers. In 1818 one of the 
first free constitutions of a German Land was 
adopted in the first German parliament in the 
Archduchy of Baden. The Baden revolution of 
1848/49 marked a high point in the German 
liberation and constitution movement, and 
Baden-Württemberg was the first region to in-
troduce freedom of trade in Germany in 1862. 
It was not without good reason that Karlsruhe 
became the new seat of justice when the highest 
courts in Germany – the Federal Constitutional 
Court and the Federal Court of Justice – took up 
residence here a hundred years later.

Our region boasts the highest number of sunny 
days in the country, a varied landscape, cul-
tural facilities of world renown, plus a virtually 
unparalleled climate of innovation and a con-
stantly expanding business sector. This diver- 
sity is what makes it unique. Thus the Karlsruhe 
TechnologyRegion sees itself as an innovative 
region offering attractive jobs and a high stand-

ard of living. High Tech meets the Good Life: this 
is the essence of the Karlsruhe TechnologyRe-
gion brand.

Research institutions, technology transfer, eco-
nomic development and infrastructure are the 
key factors of our success. Mix in a good dose of 
industriousness and joie de vivre – two typical 
aspects that define the lifestyle in our region.

Eleven towns and cities, four administrative 
districts and a regional association form this 
business and cooperation area on the Upper 
Rhine, located at the heart of the European 
development axis. Thus we have always had a 
sharp eye for innovation in our region. State-
of-the-art technology and a modern economy, 
research, transport, communication and educa-
tion networks – all of this condenses down into 
a superlocation that regularly puts the Karls-
ruhe TechnologyRegion right at the top of the 
league tables. And those with questions about 
the smart energy supply for the future will find 
the answers right here, right now.

Welcome to the Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion!

Our region is unique. We have the highest number of sunny days in the country, a varied land-

scape and international culture, plus a virtually unparalleled climate of innovation  

and a constantly expanding business sector. 

HIGHTECH MEETS THE GOOD LIFE: THIS IS THE ESSENCE OF THE KARLSRUHE 
TECHNOLOGYREGION BRAND.

Dr. Frank Mentrup

Mayor of Karlsruhe  

and Chairman of  

TechnologieRegion 

Karlsruhe GbR

Innovation from tradition: 
that is our strength.

Editorial | Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion | HighTech meets the Good Life
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You want success.  
We make it happen.
WELCOME TO THE KARLSRUHE TECHNOLOGYREGION! Located at the heart of Eur- 

ope, our region is one of the top locations in Europe when it comes to technology, business 

and culture. Nestling in a wonderful natural landscape between the Black Forest, the Rhine, 

the Palatinate and Alsace, it is the sunniest region in Germany and an ideal environment in 

which to live and work, with excellent traffic links, a good infrastructure and great shopping. 

World-famous companies are based here and benefit from the internationally important 

education and research landscape. In the competition between the major business locations 

in Germany, Europe and the USA, the Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion consistently comes out 

among the front runners.

Established with the aim of optimising cooperation 
between business, science, culture and the public 
sector, the Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion Action Group 
is made up of ten towns and cities, four administrative 
districts and a regional planning association: Baden-
Baden, Bretten, Bruchsal, Bühl, Ettlingen, Gaggenau, 
Karlsruhe, Rastatt, Rheinstetten, Stutensee, Waghäusel, 
the administrative districts of Germersheim, Karlsruhe, 
Rastatt and Südliche Weinstrasse, and the Regional 
Planning Association Middle Upper Rhine. 

Baden Württemberg’s bigger cities and the two admin-
istrative districts established the Karlsruhe Technol-
ogyRegion Company to enable them to address the 
challenges of the future together as long ago as 1987. 
During the years that followed, other organisations 
affiliated themselves with the successful model – most 
recently the town of Waghäusel. Business, science, cul-
ture and the public sector together form a strategic unit 
that combines all the resources for shared success in the 
competition between the regions.

» Regional strengths – international competitiveness. 
The Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion has a total of 1.25 mil-
lion inhabitants in an area of 3,240 km2 (386 inhabit-
ants/km2).

The economic output of the Karlsruhe Technology- 
Region has outstripped the national average for many 
years. And the gross domestic product has also been 
increasing at an above-average rate in recent years. 
This leading position has been consolidated even fur-
ther since then. In 2012 we exported goods with a total  
value of €13 billion, with a regional export quota of 
42.1% in line with the annual average. And around one-
third of every 1,000 of the working population work in 
technology-intensive industries – more than in virtually 
any other region in Europe. 

There are more than 10 million square metres of indus-
trial and commercial space available for investors to 
start building on immediately. Our towns and cities 
offer well-developed business locations, ranging from 
converted space like the Cité in Baden-Baden, the 
Baden-Airpark in Rheinmünster and specialised indus-
trial locations like Wörth am Rhein to the Karlsruhe 
Technology Park, the Technology and Ecology Village 
(TED) in Bruchsal and the Bühl Innovation and Technol-
ogy Centre (BITZ). The SIS location information system 
(www.sisfit.de) and the Gewerbeflächenatlas (Commer-
cial Space Atlas) published by the Chamber of Indus-
try and Commerce (IHK) provide full details of what is 
available.

Location | Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion | HighTech meets the Good Life 
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Württemberg

The managing partners of the 
Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion:

|1 Baden-Baden www.baden-baden.de |2 Bretten  

www.bretten.de |3 Bruchsal www.bruchsal.de |4 Bühl  

www.buehl.de |5 Ettlingen www.ettlingen.de |6 Gaggenau  

www.gaggenau.de |7 Karlsruhe www.karlsruhe.de |8 Regional 

Planning Association Middle Upper Rhine www.region-karlsruhe.de  

|9 Germersheim Administrative District www.kreis-germersheim.de 

|10 Karlsruhe Administrative District www.landkreis-karlsruhe.de 

|11 Rastatt Administrative District www.landkreis-rastatt.de  

|12 Südliche Weinstrasse Administrative District  

www.suedlicheweinstrasse.de |13 Rastatt www.rastatt.de  

|14 Rheinstetten www.rheinstetten.de |15 Stutensee  

www.stutensee.de |16 Waghäusel www.waghaeusel.de

SÜDLICHE WEINSTRASSE
ADMINISTRATIVE DISTRICT 

KARLSRUHE 
ADMINISTRATIVE DISTRICT

The Karlsruhe 
TechnologyRegion

At the heart of Europe!
It doesn’t get more central than this: 

the Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion is at 

the heart of Europe. 

Rheinland-Pfalz

Baden-

Elsass

BRUCHSAL 

BRETTEN

ETTLINGEN

RASTATT

GAGGENAU

BÜHL

RHEINSTETTEN

BADEN-BADEN

KARLSRUHE

STUTENSEE

KARLSRUHE 
TECHNOLOGYREGION

RASTATT 
ADMINISTRATIVE  
DISTRICT Rhine

GERMERSHEIM 
ADMINISTRATIVE  
DISTRICT 

WAGHÄUSEL
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Anyone as friendly 
as we are ... 
More than 82.7 % of people in the Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion believe that  
‘our region is a wonderful place to live’. In the national league table, locals 
rank their region as the best in the country in terms of quality of life. And with 
such an excellent quality of life, people like to get together.
Source: Perspektive Deutschland, Stern, 04/05/2005
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Karlsruhe’s Rhine Ports are among the top ten biggest inland ports in  
Germany. Goods from all over the world – mineral oil, building materials,  
coal and lignite, to mention but a few – are unloaded here. More than 5,000 
ships dock at the Rhine Ports every year, and more than 6 million tonnes 
of goods are handled there. In terms of container handling alone, the Rhine 
Ports in Wörth and Germersheim are the second and third biggest in Germany 
(177,000 and 226,000 TEU respectively).

... also has the best  
connections worldwide. 

Infrastructure | Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion | HighTech meets the Good Life 

People and markets.

The immediate catchment area of the Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion 

is home to eight million people. But up to 40 million people are 

within reach in as little as three hours.

3 hours

8 million

18 million

40 million people

2 hours

1 hours
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The perfect place  
for location advantages 
OUR REGION’S RHINE PORTS AND THEIR CONTAINER TERMINALS RANK AMONG 
GERMANY’S BIGGEST INLAND PORTS. Its central position in Europe makes the Karlsruhe 

TechnologyRegion particularly competitive. The area also boasts an outstanding transport 

infrastructure, with connections to all the main ICE InterCity Express routes, the TGV  

network, and of course Karlsruhe/Baden-Baden Airport and the excellent local public  

transport network.

Infrastructure | Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion | HighTech meets the Good Life 

Our excellent 
infrastructure 

and our central 
position in 

Europe deliver 
perfect connec-

tions.
 

» People, markets, major cities – all within easy reach. The 
Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion offers any number of location 
advantages. Manufacturers and service providers benefit from 
our proximity to markets and major cities and the excellent 
road, rail, river, air and data highway links. Our closeness to 
France, once a brake on economic growth, is now a source of 
additional prosperity in our region as European integration 
progresses.

» New ideas and practical business development. With the 
close cooperation between business and science, knowledge 
and technology transfer has become a trademark of the Karls-
ruhe TechnologyRegion. Mission-oriented research for the 
business sector is a cornerstone of our market-focused uni-
versities and other research institutions. New ideas are par-
ticularly encouraged here, by organisations like the Center for 
Innovation & Entrepreneurship (CIE) at the KIT; CyberForum, 
the virtual business start-up centre; and the business start-up 
and transfer centre at the Technologiefabrik Karlsruhe. As the 
interface between research and science and with a success rate 
of about 97%, the Technologiefabriek is a shining example to 
the whole of Germany. Partnership is a major priority. The IHK, 
the Chamber of Crafts, the Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion Action 
Group and the communal business development agencies are 
the first ports of call for investors and new businesses. L-Bank, 
the Baden-Württemberg state bank, is also based in Karlsruhe.

» Karlsruhe/Baden-Baden Airport offers an ever-increasing 
number of flight routes: to Fuerteventura, Las Palmas, Palma  
de Mallorca, Sharm El Sheikh, Stuttgart, Berlin, Moscow, 

Constance, Antalya, Heraklion, Rhodes, Barcelona, Dublin, 
London, Rome, Alicante, Stockholm, Valencia. From holiday 
flights to commercial charters, from sun-seekers to business 
trippers, everyone gets the very best service at the Baden Air-
park.

» Fast-track connection to Frankfurt Airport. It takes just one 
hour by ICE train to get to the international aviation hub of 
Frankfurt Airport from Karlsruhe Central Station.

» On the right track. The Main Line for Europe initiative was 
set up in 1990 by cities, regions and chambers of industry and 
commerce along the Paris-Budapest rail axis. Chaired by the 
Mayor of Karlsruhe, this trans-European project covers 1,500 
kilometres of railway between Paris, Strasbourg, Stuttgart, 
Karlsruhe, Munich, Vienna and Budapest. Karlsruhe was 
successfully connected to the French high-speed TGV rail 
network on 10 June 2007. A year later it was already evident 
that the service had surpassed all expectations: passenger 
numbers reached the 1 million mark even before its first anni-
versary. The initiative is expecting the further expansion of 
the Main Line for Europe into a central East-West axis to pro-
vide an even greater boost for business, tourism and research 
in the Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion: an essential requirement 
for the rapid economic, political and cultural integration of 
Europe.

» In the French capital in just three hours. Karlsruhe has been  
part of the TGV Est high-speed rail line since 2007. TGVs travel  
to Paris and back via Karlsruhe and Strasbourg four times a day.
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|1 Rhine Ports: The Wörth, 

Germersheim and Karlsruhe Rhine 

Ports have continued to build on 

their leading position in container 

handling in recent years. Goods 

and commodities from all over the 

world travel to and from the region 

through the Karlsruhe Rhine Ports.

|2 ICE and TGV hub: The ICE inter-

city express takes you straight from 

Karlsruhe and Baden-Baden to all 

major cities. To Zurich and Munich 

in the south and to Frankfurt, 

Hamburg and Berlin in the north. 

And Paris is just three hours away 

by TGV.

|3 Rheinmünster: Karlsruhe/

Baden-Baden Airport offers direct 

flights to destinations all over 

Europe and internal flights at  

business-friendly times.

|4 Federal Waterways Engin- 

eering and Research Institute 

(BAW): A 500-strong team looks 

after Germany’s waterways.

|5 Karlsruhe motorway inter-

change: Motorways from Stuttgart, 

Basel, Frankfurt and Cologne link 

the Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion 

with other conurbations.

|6 Local public transport: Our 

dual system network – the Karlsruhe  

Model – is pointing the way for other  

regions.

|6
|5

|4
|3

|2
|1

» The Karlsruhe-based Federal Waterways Engineering and 
Research Institute (BAW) is the central government agency 
that looks after all scientific aspects of Germany’s waterways. 
Besides its remit to provide consultancy services and expert 
opinions, the BAW performs research and development in the 
fields of waterways engineering, structural engineering and 
design, geotechnical engineering and marine engineering. It 
also acts as a service provider for Germany’s waterways and 
shipping directorates.

» Infrastructure with a direct link to the future. The Karlsruhe 
TechnologyRegion is connected to one of the fastest data high-
ways in the world, it has one of the most powerful internet dial 
-in nodes and it is home to Germany’s first high-performance 
computer centre.

» Communication and presentation. Karlsruhe and Baden-
Baden are international convention centres. And Our towns 
and cities also offer other events venues with state-of-the-art 
technology to suit every need. And because demand is con-
stantly on the increase, so is investment. The Messe Karlsruhe,  
with an exhibition area of more than 50,000 square metres in 
four halls, including the dm-arena for up to 14,000 people, 
opened in October 2003. With its state-of-the-art infrastructure, 
it is the perfect place for trade fairs and conventions (www.
karlsruhe-messe.de). The same is true of the BadnerHalle Cul-
tural and Conference Centre in Rastatt (www.badnerhalle.de) 
and the Kongresshaus Baden-Baden (www.kongresshaus.de).

» Our local public transport system (KVV) is exemplary.  
It provides quick and easy access to work, training facilities, 
schools and shopping centres. Even ski lifts and cross-country 
ski runs are just a bus or tram journey away.
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More than 40,000 students attend university  
in the Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion. Here: lecturers 
and students outside the Audi-Max auditorium  
at the Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT)

Our intense  
scientific curiosity ...
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Baron von Drais invented the bicycle in Karlsruhe in 1817. At a time when  
food was short and the use of a horse was a luxury, the Karlsruhe-based  
inventor was looking for an alternative means of conveyance. And so the idea  
of the bicycle was born. In the summer of 1817 Drais rode the 50 kilometres 
from Karlsruhe to Kehl in just four hours – half the time it took the post chaise.

... has a long 
tradition.

Higher Education | Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion | HighTech meets the Good Life 

Drais invented the bicycle here. Hertz discovered electromagnetic 

waves here. Today students here are studying the research  

themes of the future.
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Studying and innovating at 
world class universities

» An education offer with top marks. Wherever you live in 
the Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion, your children will never  
be far from a school of your choice. We have 446 primary, 
general secondary and special schools, along with 51 inter-
mediate schools and 33 vocational schools. We also have 
47 general grammar schools and specialist schools like 
the Waldorf School and other private grammar schools, as 
well as the multilingual Europaschule. Our closely inter- 
meshed education system is another advantage of our region – 
one that parents value and children benefit from.

» Our nanotechnology and microtechnology labs are creating 
the world of the future. And researching the building blocks  
of matter. New perspectives and new products are find-
ing their way into the world from our region. The Karlsruhe  
TechnologyRegion is a true IT stronghold, led by Germany’s ‘most  
attractive university for IT’ (manager magazin). Countless 
foundations for technological progress are laid in our region. 
This scientific curiosity is something of a tradition here. Baron 
Drais von Sauerbronn invented the bicycle here in 1817, Carl 
Benz, the inventor of the motor car, was born here, and it was 
here that Heinrich Hertz discovered electromagnetic waves – 
the basis for today’s information technology.

» Innovation, the spirit of research and entrepreneurship 
have always been a top priority in our region. The Karlsruhe 
TechnologyRegion’s universities and research institutions  

THE SPIRIT OF RESEARCH SURFACED EARLY ON IN OUR REGION.  
For example, Baron Drais von Sauerbronn invented the bicycle in 1817. A Professor of  

Mechanics known by all at the time as the ‘Mad Baron’, Drais also invented such practical 

items as a typewriter. Innovation, the spirit of research and entrepreneurship are highly  

valued in the Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion. Our universities and research establishments  

regularly feature at the top of the league tables. The Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion is an  

ideas factory rooted in practice. Research and education form the basis: companies and 

entrepreneurs particularly appreciate the rapid transfer of know-how and our pool of 

qualified people.

regularly feature at the top of the rankings. With an annual 
budget of €790 million and more than 9,000 employees, the 
Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT) is one of the largest 
research and teaching institutions in Germany. But the KIT is 
also an incubator of innovation and start-ups. The 18 new busi-
nesses, 72 patent applications and licensing revenues of €2.3 
million in 2012 speak for themselves. With its university-wide 
concept of promoting the culture of entrepreneurship, in Jan-
uary 2013 the KIT was a prize-winner in the EXIST Culture of 
Entrepreneurship competition run by the German Federal Min-
istry of Economic Affairs and Energy (BMWi) with the aim of 
boosting the number of successful start-ups.

» Top-class qualifications for the future. With a general uni-
versity, the world’s biggest institute for interpreters and trans-
lators in Germersheim, the Karlsruhe University of Applied 
Sciences, a University of Education, a University of Music, and 
an Art Academy, many educational paths lead to their destin- 
ations in the Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion. The Baden-Würt-
temberg Cooperative State University (DHBW Karlsruhe)  
offers degree courses with integrated industrial placements.

» Lifelong learning is another priority in our region: Our  
‘fitness trainers’ are the IHK and Chamber of Crafts training  
centres, one of Germany’s biggest private business schools,  
specialised further education establishments like the Paper- 
maker’s Centre at Gernsbach, the construction industry  

Higher Education | Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion | HighTech meets the Good Life 

Innovation, the  
spirit of research  

and entrepreneur- 
ship are highly val- 

ued in the Karlsruhe  
TechnologyRegion.
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training centre in Bühl, the Badische Sparkassenakademie  
in Rastatt and the Akademie Badischer Volksbanken und  
Raiffeisenbanken in Karlsruhe, the state fire-fighters’ college  
in Bruchsal and other specialist education centres like the 
State Academy for School Art, School and Amateur Theatre  
in Gaggenau.

» Degree programmes with international degrees. Taught 
in English, with internationally recognised qualifications: 
The International Department at the Karlsruhe University of  
Applied Sciences (KIT) offers English-language mechanical 
engineering and electronic engineering courses, and Karls-
ruhe University runs a Masters course in Sensor Systems 
Technology. The special educational offer for students is  
constantly expanding throughout our region.

» Bachelors and Masters degree programmes are also on offer 
at the new private Karlshochschule International University 
in Karlsruhe. Courses are designed to meet the requirements 
that international companies set for their next-generation ex-
ecutives, and respond to the high demand in niche areas such 
as exhibition, conference and event management.

|1 When it comes to research our 

universities are top of the class. 

There is a lively exchange between 

research and industry in many 

areas.

|2 Studying at the Karlsruhe  

Institute of Technology (KIT):  

Its faculties are right at the top  

of the league tables.

|3 The School of Applied Linguistics 

and Cultural Studies (FASK) at the 

Johannes Gutenberg University  

of Mainz in Germersheim has an 

excellent reputation.

|4 Heinrich Hertz established the 

discipline of radio engineering 

based on electromagnetic waves 

and Ferdinand Redtenbacher 

founded the discipline of scientific 

mechanical engineering at the 

University of Karlsruhe.

|5 The campus at the Fridericiana 

breathes history – and is a popular 

meeting place for students between 

lectures.

» 1 Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT) 

  RWTH Aachen

» 3 Munich University of Technology  

» 4 Darmstadt University of Technology

» 5 University of Kaiserslautern

» 6 Ilmenau University of Technology

» 7 Berlin University of Technology

» 8 LMU Munich

» 9 Stuttgart

» 10 Mannheim

IT Faculties

The best universities for IT, according to the  
WirtschaftsWoche university league table.

Source: WirtschaftsWoche 04/13

|3
|2

|1

|4
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The best conditions  
for new ideas
CARL BENZ WAS BORN AND EDUCATED IN KARLSRUHE, AND IT WAS HERE THAT 
HE HIT UPON THE IDEA OF DESIGNING WHAT HE COINED A ‘SELF-POWERED ROAD 
VEHICLE’. And in 1905, long before the Volkswagen came into existence, cars built in the  

Gaggenau car factory – the world’s oldest, dating back to 1895, and long-time home of the 

Unimog – were being advertised as ‘Liliput-Volks-Automobil’ (Liliput People’s Car).  

Daimler AG is currently developing its Gaggenau Mercedes-Benz plant into a worldwide  

centre of excellence for mechanical transmissions. At its Wörth base, the company already 

runs the largest truck factory in the world, and is currently building a state-of-the-art  

development and testing centre.

But the inventors, scientists and entrepreneurs are not resting on their laurels. Every day new 

companies are being set up by dynamic young entrepreneurs, but also by scientists in our  

research centres who are setting their own examples of how technology can be transferred 

from science to business. The start-up opportunities in the Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion could 

not be better.

Innovative spirit | Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion | HighTech meets the Good Life 

|1 Karlsruhe Technology Park

|2 Small parts warehouse at the 

Daimler Global Logistics Center  

in Germersheim

|2
|1
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» Success needs experience. With its comprehensive range of 
services, the IHK Karlsruhe Service Centre is the central con-
tact point for start-ups and established companies throughout 
the Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion. The KKfB Wirtschaftsstiftung 
Südwest (Karlsruhe Centre of Excellence for Finance and Ad-
vice Business Foundation South West) was set up in 2000 to 
provide advice and business development incentives for start-
ups and companies in difficulties.

» Assistance for start-ups and technology transfer for estab-
lished companies. A host of technology transfer and coopera-
tion opportunities are provided by the Karlsruhe Institute of 
Technology (KIT), three Fraunhofer Institutes and other re-
search establishments.

» Our regional networks and centres of excellence are one the 
trademarks of the Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion. FZI and FIZ: 
With their access to the world’s biggest databases, the FZI (Re-
search Centre for Information Technologies) and FIZ Karlsruhe 
(international scientific service institution) are the first IT ports 
of call for science and business.

» The Institute of Innovation and Technology Transfer (IIT)
at the Karlsruhe University of Applied Sciences develops new, 
low-cost products specifically geared towards small and mid-
sized enterprises.

» New businesses can find affordable accommodation for the  
first five years of their existence at the Technologiefabrik  
Karlsruhe. Since 1983 more than 325 companies have started 
up here, creating more than 5,500 jobs. The Rastatt ZIP (Centre 
for Innovation and Production), the BITZ (Bühl Innovation and 
Technology Centre) and the Bretten Startup Initiative also offer 
newcomers support in many different areas from office infra-
structure to capital acquisition.

» The CyberForum provides business start-ups with ICT  
support and advice. The Center for Innovation & Entrepreneur-
ship (CIE) at the KIT helps new businesses bring their ideas 
to fruition, helps set up start-ups and provides assistance for 
companies wanting to innovate and grow.

» The Karlsruhe Technology Park is an international address 
for cross-sectoral expertise in high-tech, innovative products 
and services. Many different interdisciplinary high-tech  

companies are concentrated in one area which is tailored  
both architecturally and infrastructurally to their individual 
needs.

» A successful concept: open business parks. Besides Sie-
mens itself, the 290,000 m2 Siemens Industriepark Karlsruhe  
is home to a wide array of other businesses, including big 
organisations like SCHENKER Deutschland but also small 
businesses like LinC, a firm offering language courses to ex-
ecutives. With its excellent infrastructure and attention to 
detail – evident in the many services provided, from  banks, 
restaurants and pharmacies to hair salons, exercise parks 
and crèches – the Siemens Industriepark is a mini ‘city within 
a city’.

» The TED (Technology and Ecology Village) in Bruchsal  
is an ideal location for young service and technology com-
panies. Its concept is geared towards shortening the distances  
between home, work and leisure, thus creating a productive 
village feel.

» The Bruchsal Innovation and Commerce Centre (BIG)  
offers the perfect conditions for start-ups and existing com-
panies. Its close contact with regional business development  
agencies enables companies to benefit from powerful net-
works.

» Green light for microproducts. Since 2000 there has been 
another high-tech star in the Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion  
firmament which acts as a partner to research and busi- 
nesses, especially SMEs: ANKA, the centre for Micromanu-
facturing and Analytics. With its special synchrotron light 
source, ANKA opens up new perspectives in the manufacture 
of microstructure products. The properties of the synchrotron  
light make it possible to control product development right 
down to the smallest detail. The same applies to process  
optimisation and quality management.

Start-ups are  
actively supported 
from all sides in  
the Karlsruhe  
TechnologyRegion. 



The Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT) is home to world class  
researchers working on the technologies of the future. From giant to minuscule, 
one of our key disciplines is nanotechnology. In fact the centre of excellence 
in Karlsruhe is already known as the Nano Valley on the Rhine.

With our sun-drenched vineyards, our culinary specialities from the  
Black Forest and surrounding areas and our proximity to France, life in  
the Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion is a real treat.

We know how to celebrate sci-
entific success and  
enjoy life ...

Success after success is celebrated at the Karlsruhe Institute of 

Technology (KIT). Here: researchers with the Auger Nanoprobe 

used for studying the special properties of nanomaterials.

Research | Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion | HighTech meets the Good Life 
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» New ideas make the headlines here. The University of  
Strasbourg Institute of Technology and the Karlsruhe Institute 
of Technology (KIT) are researching one of the key technologies 
of the 21st century. Our region is also home to the DFG Centre 
for Functional Nanostructures, which was set up in 2001 by the 
German Research Foundation at Karlsruhe University. Thanks 
to these centres of excellence, highly regarded the world over, 
our region has become the ‘NanoValley on the Rhine’.

The Karlsruhe-based TLB (Technology Licence Bureau of  
Baden-Württemberg’s Hochschulen GmbH) promotes the  
commercial use of patents and inventions from all of  
Germany’s technology universities. Our local companies gain 
particular benefit from this.

The Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion lives up to its name in  
other areas as well: innovative products and services like 
driver assistance systems, the latest airbag technologies and  
rechargeable high-energy batteries have been developed here 
as a result of collaboration between science and business.

» From virtual space to product benefit. The Karlsruhe Institute 
of Technology (KIT) employs almost 6,000 scientists in the 
fields of Energy, Climate and Environment, Mobility Systems, 
NanoMicro, Elementary Particle and Astroparticle Physics, 
Anthropomatics and Robotics, COMMputation, Humans and 
Technology, and Optics and Photonics. Bibliometric studies 
document the Centre’s special position in the German research 
landscape.

WORKING IN COLLABORATION WITH THE UNIVERSITIES OF STRASBOURG AND 
KARLSRUHE, THE KARLSRUHE RESEARCH CENTRE HAS SET UP NANO-VALLEY,  
AN INTERDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH NETWORK. The research at this Centre focuses  

on the special properties of nanomaterials. Visionaries are hoping to discover novel and 

undreamt-of product properties that could fundamentally change our daily lives in 10 – 50 

years’ time.

Conquering new technologies 
with teamwork 

» Solar energy on Earth. The KIT is playing a leading role in 
the development and design of the international experimen-
tal reactor ITER, a nuclear fusion reactor in which hydrogen is 
converted to helium, to be built near Cadarache in France. The 
TOSKA test facility, with its 60-tonne magnetic coils made of 
a superconductive material, was built in Karlsruhe. Thus one 
of the key focuses of the KIT is to develop technically feasible 
solutions for the energy supply of the future.

The region’s three Fraunhofer Institutes carry out research and 
development work in the areas of system technology and inno-
vation research, optronics, information and data processing, 
and chemical technology.

» IT as the key to innovation. For more than 25 years, the 
FZI Research Centre for Information Technology has been 
transforming the latest methods and findings in IT, engineering 
and economic sciences into innovative products, services, 
business processes and production processes.

As an independent, business-focused research institution, 
the FZI acts as an interface between academic research and 
practical application. Mid-sized enterprises that do not have 
in-house research capacities can source top-level scientific 
work from interdisciplinary research teams here.

In the FZI Living Labs, concepts for and approaches to new 
products and services are tested and refined under practical 
conditions in an open process of innovation.

Research | Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion | HighTech meets the Good Life 
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Scientific Personnel

Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT)
University of the State of Baden- 

Württemberg and national large-scale 
research institution of the Helmholtz 

Association

We have more 
highly-qualified 
scientists per 
square kilometre 
than virtually 
any other region.

Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT)  »4,827
Fraunhofer Institutes (ICT, IOSB, ISI)  »494
FZI IT Research Centre     »144
Karlsruhe University of Applied Sciences  »213
Steinbeis Transfer Centres   »124
Federal Waterways Engineering and Research Institute »235
Water Technology Centre   »187
Baden-Württemberg State Institute for Environment,  
Measurements and Nature Conservation  »138
Max Rubner-Institut/Federal Research Institute  
of Nutrition and Food    »66
Augustenberg Agricultural Technology Centre   »45
Karlsruhe University of Music    »250
Karlsruhe University of Education   »146
FASK in Germersheim    »135
Baden-Württemberg Cooperative State University »51
Karlsruhe University of Arts and Design  »35
Karlshochschule International University  »44
University of Finance, Edenkoben   »40 
Julius Kühn-Institut, Federal Research Centre  

for Cultivated Plants, Siebeldingen   »7
JRC-ITU Institute for Transuranium Elements  »120

Total     »7,301

The Karlsruhe Institute for Transuranium Elements. The Euro-
pean Commission’s Joint Research Centre Institute for Trans- 
uranium Elements (JRC-ITU) in Karlsruhe has a track record in 
radionuclide research dating back 50 years. With around 370 
employees and specialists, JRC-ITU works very closely with  
international bodies in nuclear research, both within the EU 
and beyond.

JRC-ITU’s mission is to provide the nuclear research commu- 
nity with the scientific foundation for the protection of Euro- 
pean citizens against risks associated with the handling and 
storage of highly radioactive material. In addition to playing 
a key role in EU policy on nuclear waste management and 
the safety of nuclear installations, it is also heavily involved 
in efforts to combat illicit trafficking of nuclear materials and 
in developing and operating advanced detection tools to un-
cover clandestine nuclear activities. In the environmental and 
medical fields JRC-ITU supports the work being done by the EC 
Directorate General for the Environment to promote basic ac- 
tinide research and monitor environmental radioactivity.
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Beacon in the  
scientific world

» Unique in the German research landscape. The parliament 
of the state of Baden-Württemberg had to enact a new law to 
allow the foundation of the Karlsruhe Institute of Technology. 
In doing so it paved the way for an institution that is unique 
in Germany, which now has a total of 9,300 staff and an an-
nual budget of €790 million. The KIT fulfils two missions: as 
a university of the State of Baden-Württemberg with teaching 
and research remits, and as a research centre of the Helmholtz 
Association with programme-based, future-oriented research. 
Within these missions, the KIT profiles itself along the strategic 
paths of research, teaching and innovation.

» World-class excellence in Karlsruhe. In October 2006 the 
University of Karlsruhe was successful in its applications 
in all three lines of funding in the first round of the Federal 
and State Excellence Initiative, and was one of three German 
universities to be awarded Elite status. Crucial to this success 
was the university’s concept for the future, which involved  
merging with the Karlsruhe Research Centre to form the  
Karlsruhe Institute of Technology. Its forty courses provide 
students with insights into the very latest scientific findings 
and ground-breaking applications. In winning the excellence 
initiative, the new Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT) has 
secured itself an additional €96 million in funding over five 
years. This will give the next generation of scientists in the 

THE MERGER HAS HAPPENED: THE KARLSRUHE RESEARCH CENTRE, A MEMBER 
OF THE HELMHOLTZ ASSOCIATION OF GERMAN RESEARCH CENTRES, AND THE 
TOP RANKING KARLSRUHE UNIVERSITY MERGED ON 1 OCTOBER 2009 TO  
FORM THE KARLSRUHE INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY (KIT). THE KARLSRUHE 
TECHNOLOGYREGION IS NOW HOME TO ONE OF THE WORLD’S BIGGEST RE-
SEARCH AND TEACHING INSTITUTIONS. With its joint research activities and power-

ful infrastructure, the KIT is set to break through into the premier league of international 

research establishments, which includes major players like the Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology (MIT) and the California Institute of Technology (CALTECH).

Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion the opportunity to pursue world-
class research at the KIT. The institute’s leading position in 
international research makes its courses considerably more 
attractive to both undergraduates and postgraduates alike.  
The KIT is also helping to stem the tide of German engineering 
scientists emigrating, so that the Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion 
can benefit from their potential.

» Sharing more than just a name. The Karlsruhe Institute of 
Technology (KIT) is committed to becoming the MIT of Europe  
and further expanding its role as a research institution of  
international excellence. The Massachusetts Institute of  
Technology (MIT) in Cambridge, Massachusetts, established 
in 1861, was in fact modelled on Germany’s first technical  
university in Karlsruhe, which pre-dates it by 36 years. But  
now the situation has reversed. The MIT now boasts seven  
actively researching Nobel prize winners and an annual 
budget of €1.6 billion. With the formation of the KIT, Karlsruhe  
aims to secure its position among the world’s top research  
locations.

» A combination of two strong partners. The KIT’s research 
results are based on the skills and expertise of its scientists 
and service teams. Depending on their areas of expertise, 
the scientists work in different fields in the dynamic KIT  

Beacon in the 
scientific world: 

The Karlsruhe 
Institute of Tech-

nology (KIT)
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Competence Portfolio, tackling and developing new scientific 
issues and problems on an ongoing basis. While the Compe-
tence Portfolio forms the basis for the research performed at 
the KIT, the KIT Centres and KIT Focuses are organisational 
units in which research projects are bundled. These projects 
profile the research performed at KIT and facilitate its strategic  
research planning. The KIT Centres are Energy, NanoMicro,  
Climate and Environment, and Elementary Particle and Astro- 
particle Physics. The research focuses primarily on optics and 
photonics, mobility, COMMputation, man and technology, and 
new and applied media.
 
» Programming for the future. The KIT has already earned 
itself an acknowledged and internationally competitive pos-
ition in climate research, nanotechnology and astroparticle 
physics. It is also one of the world’s leading centres for energy 
research. At the end of 2009 the European Institute of Inno-
vation and Technology (EIT) awarded the KIT the contract for 
one of three Knowledge and Information Communities (KICs) 
across Europe. The KIT is currently coordinating European 
energy research in tandem with KIT InnoEnergy. The Euro-
pean Union has made funding totalling around €150 million 
available for this research up to 2014. In addition, the KIT is 
involved in two of the five German leading-edge clusters an-
nounced by the Federal Ministry of Education and Research 

in early 2010. The MicroTec Südwest microsystems technology 
cluster and the Software Cluster (Softwareinnovationen für 
das digitale Unternehmen) will receive €40 million each over 
the next five years. The KIT is also the most successful Ger-
man institution in acquiring European research funds. In the 
6th Research Framework Programme of the European Union, 
which ran from 2002 to 2006, the university and the research 
centre together received a total of €80 million and took part in 
209 projects. The KIT has also got off to a successful start in 
the current 7th Framework Programme.

» Dual Career Service at the KIT. When professors, managers 
and young scientists move to Karlsruhe, they do not usually  
come on their own: they bring their families with them.  
Starting a new life can be a daunting prospect, but the newly  
established Dual Career Service is on hand to help them 
settle in. This service helps scientists' partners look for 
suitable jobs and initiate contacts, and also provides  
advice on aspects such as child-care, daily life and leisure.  
The Service aims to enable professional couples to achieve  
a work-life balance and feel at home in Karlsruhe as soon  
as possible.

|1 The Institute for Nanotechnology’s 

inert gas condensation unit produces  

nanostructured particles made of 

materials like platinum.

|2 The KIT’s Hydrogen Test Centre 

was established jointly with 

industrial partners to explore safety 

issues in the use of hydrogen as an 

energy source.

|3 Model coils for the ITER inter-na-

tional fusion reactor are tested  

in the TOSKA coil testing facility  

at the KIT.

|4 At the CETA centre of excellence, 

about 100 scientists collaborate 

with specialists from all over the 

world on experiments in elementary 

particle physics and astrophysics.

|5 In the field of optics and photon-

ics, research is being conducted 

into lasers, innovative luminescent 

substances, optical components  

and microscopy systems.
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Where there’s plenty of sun ...
We have more sun here than any other region in Germany.
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... there will be  
plenty of stars too.

Business | Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion | HighTech meets the Good Life 

A survey by Empirica Delasasse ranks 

 the Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion in second place  

in Germany in terms of economic strength.

The Mercedes Benz factory in Rastatt is one of the automotive industry’s 
most modern production facilities. The Baden car factory employs more than 
6,000 people, and the three millionth vehicle rolled off the assembly line in No-
vember 2012. The factory in Gaggenau currently employs around 6,280 people. 
Almost 12,000 people work at the Wörth plant and around 2,800 at the logistics 
centre in Germersheim. From here, customers all over the world are supplied 
with 530,000 different Mercedes parts. A survey by Cologne-based research 
institute Empirica Delasasse commissioned by German business magazine 
Wirtschaftswoche once again ranks the Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion the sec-
ond most attractive location anywhere in Germany.
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The best climate 
for our economy

» Innovative mid-sized businesses. The Karlsruhe 
TechnologyRegion’s economic strength not only derives from 
international corporations that have based their European 
or German headquarters, worldwide centres of expertise or 
manufacturing facilities here. The region’s inherent strengths 
are the diverse mix of industries and the innovative mid-sized 
business sector – the niche market specialists – that are located 
throughout all of our 72 towns and cities.

Two examples of businesses that are both family companies 
and market leaders are Bruchsal-based SEW-EURODRIVE, the 
world’s biggest manufacturers of geared motors, and BLANCO, 
the dishwasher, food service and food distribution system 
specialists in Oberderdingen.

But many smaller companies are also very big in their markets. 
The world revolves around turnstiles from Kaba Gallenschütz 
in Bühl, lollies from Hirsch in Oberderdingen are on everyone’s 
lips all over Europe, and from Bavaria to Japan beer is served 
on beer mats made by Katz in Weisenbach. Other branded 
products in our region have even become generic names, like 
the Martin’s Horn siren from Philippsburg and UHU from Bühl. 
And another example among many others: pictures of the glass 
dome in the new Reichstag building in Berlin have travelled all 
round the world. Glass suppliers: Bischoff in Bretten.

» Karlsruhe in the Top 100. Karlsruhe has for the first time made 
it into the Top 100 in the EU location study 2010, coming in 
at no. 92. This ranks the Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion among 
the best ten per cent of locations in Europe, according to 
the manager magazin study. Key factors in the ranking were 
the demographic development, the level of education of 

OUR REGION GETS MORE SUN THAN ANYWHERE ELSE IN GERMANY. With so much 

positive energy, it’s not surprising that the very latest developments roll off the production 

line one after another here. The Daimler AG Mercedes-Benz factory in Rastatt, for example, 

supplies any number of A- and B-class Mercedes to customers all over the world. Besides 

the global players, countless mid-sized businesses – many of which are also world market 

leaders – demonstrate how a good climate can contribute to success.

the population, the density of engineers and scientists, the 
standard of living and the job market. Great prospects for a 
location that has moved up 199 places in just three years.

» The region in figures: Industrial turnover in the Karlsruhe 
TechnologyRegion is in excess of €40 billion per annum. 
More than 15,600 trade firms are hard at work for businesses 
and end-users here. Altogether, 65.2% of the workforce in 
our region work in the services sector. Our purchasing power 
(current index: 107.6) has been above the national average 
(100) for many years. As its name suggests, the Karlsruhe 
TechnologyRegion is home to a particularly dynamic IT 
industry: we have around 30,000 specialists working in more 
than 4,000 companies in the IT sector. 

» Karlsruhe - IT Region. Unlimited, interactive communication. 
When it comes to the internet and IT, the Karlsruhe 
TechnologyRegion has always been at the cutting edge. The 
first e-mail on German soil was sent from here. The country’s 
biggest internet node is located here. And we are home to 1&1, 
Germany’s biggest database operator, and WEB.DE, one of 
Germany’s biggest internet portals. Germany’s very first – and 
still our biggest and most important – IT faculty was opened in 
Karlsruhe in 1972. Since 1996, the Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion 
has played host to a wide range of internet conferences. Our 
region is therefore on a par with Silicon Valley and other 
international IT strongholds.

» Awards. Among the highlights of the regional events  
calendar is the annual award ceremony of the NEO – the 
Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion’s €20,000 innovation prize. And 
every two years, the GLOBAL foreign trade prize supported  

Business | Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion | HighTech meets the Good Life 

Mid-sized 
companies in the 

region supply 
top-class prod-

ucts all over the 
world.
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by the Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion Development Association  
is awarded to a company with an outstanding internation-
alisation concept. This embodies the increasing global 
commitment of our companies and our region as a whole.

|1 Bischoff. The glass for the  

Reichstag dome was supplied by  

this Bretten-based glass supplier.

|2 Grenke Leasing. The IT finance 

specialists from Baden-Baden are  

on a growth path.

|3 Staatliche Majolika Manufaktur. 

High quality art ceramics are  

produced in Karlsruhe.

The Karlsruhe 
TechnologyRegion 
is home to world- 
class companies 
and mid-sized 
market leaders.

Baden-Baden   arvato infocscore, GRENKELEASING AG, Heel, L’TUR, SANS SOUCIS

Bretten    BGT Bischoff Glastechnik AG, Neff, SCA SCHUCKER, SEEBURGER, TCG Herrmann Präzisionsdruckguss GmbH

Bruchsal    BLANCO, HIB – Trim Part Solutions, John Deere, Nokia Siemens, SEW-EURODRIVE, SULZER Pumpen, Zabler

Bühl    Bosch, GlaxoSmithKline, Kaba Gallenschütz, LuK GmbH & Co. KG, UHU GmbH & Co KG

Ettlingen    AppSphere AG, Bardusch, Bruker Optik GmbH, Dr. Oetker, ELBA-WERK Maschinen-Gesellschaft mbH, Flowserve  
   Flow Control, HÖFLER Maschinenbau GmbH, i3 Consult, ISCAR Germany GmbH, Liebherr, Spitzner, walter services

Gaggenau    Daimler AG, Dambach, Grötz, König Metall, KWH, G. Lang Recycling, PolyOne, Precitec, PROTEKTORWERK

Karlsruhe    aluplast, Bosch, DHU, dm-drogerie markt GmbH + Co. KG, EnBW, FIDUCIA, L’Oréal, MegaPart GmbH, Michelin, MiRO,  
   Siemens, Softec AG, Stora Enso

Rastatt    Daimler AG, LAWO AG, MAQUET, Siemens Building Technologies

Rheinstetten   Bruker, ESG Edelmetall, FIDUCIA, Fiebig, Heitz, SÜDROH

Stutensee    abilis, BOA BKT, Digitaltest, ENDOSMART, MSC Vertriebs GmbH, Oehlbach Kabel, GE PII Pipetronix,  
   NDT Systems & Services AG

Waghäusel   Betonbau GmbH & Co. KG, Hillesheim GmbH, Elektror airsystems GmbH, Sunval Holding GmbH, dm-drogerie markt  
   GmbH + Co. KG, Globus Handelshof St. Wendel, Schuler SMG GmbH & Co. KG, Gesellschaft für Öltechnik mbH

Germersheim   ArdaghGlass, Daimler AG, DBK David + Baader GmbH, Eichenauer, Faurecia, Harman/Becker, KARDEX,  
Administrative District Nolte, Palm, ThyssenKrupp

Karlsruhe    Agilent Technologies, ARGO-HYTOS, Bechtold, BLANCO, E.G.O. Blanc und Fischer & Co. GmbH, Goodyear,  
Administrative District Grundfos Alldos, Harman/Becker, HAUX-LIFE-SUPPORT, Hermann, INDUTHERM, KLOCKE, Linhardt,  
   Polytec GmbH, Ronal, Rosswag, Schäfer, Sorg, Utescheny, Wellprint

Rastatt    DOW, FREIBERGER, KATZ, KRONIMUS, SIEGER
Administrative District  

Südliche Weinstrasse   ArcelorMittal, Eberspächer, HORNBACH, HTI, ITK, Progroup, STABILA, Tenneco Automotive
Administrative District 

Location  Companies (some examples)



» Media, information, communication: Roughly one in six people  
in the Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion works in the creative in-
dustry, accounting for as much as 15% of the total workforce. 
Consisting as it does of 11 individual submarkets, this sector  
offers enormous diversity. With the media and creative indus-
try booming at present, the KTR is particularly well prepared 
for the future. The bulk of jobs in this sector are in services: the 
biggest employers include architecture, consulting engineer-
ing, advertising and market research firms. ICT companies in 
areas such as publishing, broadcasting, telecommunications, 
film, cinema and sound studios are also popular employers 
in the region – unsurprisingly, since South West Germany’s 
biggest broadcaster SWR is based here, making for a dynamic  
media environment with high demand for related services.
The diversity of jobs is huge and is constantly growing. As the 
creative and cultural landscape is constantly changing, new 
professions – such as that of media informatics specialist – are 
emerging all the time.

» Innovative study programmes at the University of Design. The 
State University of Design was opened jointly with the Centre 
for Arts and Media in Karlsruhe (ZKM) as a Reforming Univer- 
sity in the early 1990s. It focuses on teaching media, creative 
and philosophical subjects in an interdisciplinary approach. Its 
unique combination of teaching and research facilities and its 
innovative interdisciplinary study model produces graduates 
who are highly sought-after in the creative industry, emerging 
as it is as one of the key industries of the future.

CONCENTRATED IDEA POWER IN ONE REGION. People think here. People develop here. 

People create here. This is a region where creativity, inventiveness and a love of innovation 

come together. Largely unknown 20 years ago, the term ‘creative industry’ is on everyone’s 

lips today. And no more so than in the region along the Rhine between the Southern Palat-

inate, the Kraichgau and the Black Forest. The creative industry has long since established 

itself as a ‘sunrise’ industry: it is booming and it looks set to stay that way. It has become  

a key driving force for the region, bringing with it high growth and employment potential.

Creativity on every corner:  
a region bursting with ideas 

» Art and creativity inject fresh energy. The cultural and creative 
industry is booming. And it is not only its employees who are 
benefiting. Many other sectors have long since recognised the 
industry’s potential for the future. The best example: Karlsruhe 
is now a successful exhibition and trade fair location. Its suc-
cess in this area is due in no small part to its lively ambience: 
culture and creativity add a vibrancy to business here, attract-
ing people and buying power. The art KARLSRUHE art fair plays 
a particularly major role in attracting a lot of creative potential 
to the region. And the EUNIQUE arts and crafts fair underpins 
Karlsruhe’s reputation as an international art and cultural  
location which is acknowledged by experts in the field.

» Meeting place for creativity and innovation – for a national 
and international dialogue. Forward-looking thinking and the 
courage to break new barriers are evident in many unusual pro-
jects in the region, such as the Life Cycle Engineering Solutions 
Centre (LESC) at the KIT. This new research establishment for 
innovative engineering solutions promotes collaboration be-
tween research institutions and the transfer of knowledge and 
technology in business and society. At this centre of modern 
virtual reality technologies, models of future products can be 
experienced and tested. Perfect for start-ups and SMEs, which 
can use the LESC as a development and testing platform.
Karlsruhe’s old abattoir site is being turned into a creative park 
offering facilities for the creative industry: the Kreativpark  
Alter Schlachthof. The aim of this new facility is to promote  

Creative industry | Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion | HighTech meets the Good Life 

Creativity, inventive-
ness and a  

love of innovation 
come together in  

the Karlsruhe  
TechnologyRegion.
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|1 Masses of room for creativity.

There is plenty of room for creative 

people to blossom, innovate and 

develop new ideas in the Karlsruhe 

TechnologyRegion.

|2 Centre for Art and Media  

Technology. A cultural institution 

that is unique in the world.

|3 Messe Karlsruhe. Flexible  

space offerings, sophisticated 

functionality, state-of-the-art  

technology, first class service.

|4 Kreativpark Alter Schlachthof. 

Start-up centre and innovation 

space for the cultural and creative 

industry.

innovative ideas in the city, get young creative talent on board  
and create new, promising jobs. It is to be a forum where  
players from the various creative industries can come together  
and collaborate in an innovation-friendly, communicative 
and inspiring setting. The Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion is  
already part of a global network with similar aims: the state  
of Baden-Württemberg is a member of the international 
Districts of Creativity network, a group of 12 regions across 
the world formed to foster innovation and collaboration.  
South-west Germany has developed into a leading location  
for creativity and technology and is among the elite of the  
league table of innovative regions, both at home and on an  
international level.

» Market leader Gameforge – global gaming fun made in the 
Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion. With more than 400 million regis- 
tered players, the online publisher Gameforge has gone on to 
become synonymous with online games. With its impressive 
combination of creativity and IT know-how, the company has 
grown in just a few years from a pioneer to the world’s biggest  
independent provider of online multiplayer games. An out-
standing example of the innovative strength of the Karlsruhe 
TechnologyRegion!
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Fair play is the basis
of any competition ...
Right next door to the Federal Constitutional Court are the Karlsruhe  
Palace Gardens – a popular meeting place for boules players and many  
others besides.
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... but competition needs  
legal certainty right up to  
the highest level.

Justice | Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion | HighTech meets the Good Life 

The Federal Constitutional Court, the Federal Court of Justice and the Office  
of the Attorney General are based in Karlsruhe, the seat of justice. ‘Karlsruhe 
entscheidet’ (Karlsruhe decides) has become something of a catchphrase  
of the Federal Republic of Germany.
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Justice| Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion | High Tech meets the Good Life 

» The Federal Constitutional Court in Karlsruhe watches over 
the Basic Law, Germany’s constitution. Since it was established 
in 1951 it has helped make the free democratic basic order of 
our country both reputable and effective. In particular, this 
applies to the concretisation and implementation of our basic 
rights.

The Basic Law is binding on all state power. In disputes about 
this, the parties may apply to the Federal Constitutional Court 
once the normal legal processes have been exhausted. Its  
judgements are final. All other state organs and authorities  
are bound by its decisions. 

The work of the Federal Constitutional Court also has a  
political impact. This is especially clear when the Court de-
clares a law unconstitutional. However, it is not a political 
organ. Its sole benchmark is the Basic Law. Issues of political 
convenience may not influence the Court in any way. It only 
defines the constitutional framework for the scope of political 
decision-making. Limiting the power of the state is a feature of 
the constitutional state.

KARLSRUHE HAS SHAPED THE REPUBLIC FOR MORE THAN FIFTY YEARS.
Fundamental decisions on the values and forms of our social coexistence which have 

significance throughout Germany and often at European level are taken here. The Federal 

Constitutional Court watches over our Basic Law, the Federal Court of Justice is the highest 

body in civil and criminal proceedings, and the Office of the Attorney General is the highest 

law enforcement authority in the Federal Republic of Germany in terms of state security. 

Karlsruhe is the seat of justice.

Justice as a location advantage: Justice is not everything. But without justice, almost  

everything is nothing. What is crucial is its quality. An efficient, properly functioning legal 

system is a significant location advantage that sets us apart from many low-wage countries. 

It promotes investment and entrepreneurial activity, it makes markets transparent and 

it safeguards corporate planning for the future.

Seat of the  
Constitutional State

» With one or two exceptions, the Federal Constitutional  
Court’s main task is judicial review. Besides ensuring justice  
in individual cases, its main task is to safeguard legal uni- 
formity and the further development of the law. Its task is  
therefore essentially limited to reviewing judicial judgements 
on individual cases by lower courts.

» The Generalbundesanwalt (Office of the Attorney General)  
at the Federal Court of Justice is the highest law enforcement 
authority in Germany in the area of state security. It plays the 
role of federal prosecutor in all criminal cases relating spe-
cifically to domestic or foreign security. Domestic security is  
put at risk by politically motivated crimes, particularly terror-
ist attacks, and foreign security by treason and espionage. The 
Office of the Attorney General is also responsible for prose- 
cuting crimes under international law.

Justice | Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion | HighTech meets the Good Life 

The seat of the  
Constitutional State 

is in the Karlsruhe 
TechnologyRegion.
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|1 The Federal Constitutional Court 

in Karlsruhe is the foremost guardian 

of the German constitution.

|2 The Federal Court of Justice  

in Karlsruhe is the highest German 

court in the system of ordinary 

jurisdiction and thus the court of 

last resort in civil and criminal 

proceedings.
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The place to celebrate
the biggest winners ...
Iffezheim Racecourse is one of the world’s leading racecourses. Horses 
from all over the world come under starters’ orders here. The races here 
are unforgettable sporting and social highlights.
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... and admire
the glamour. 

Media/Culture | Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion | HighTech meets the Good Life 

Photographers and camera teams come out in their hundreds when society 
meets at Iffezheim. Other events like the German Media Prize ceremony  
in Baden-Baden also attract many of high-profile guests.

The Iffezheim races are a true visitor magnet, 

 attracting more than 120,000 visitors from 

 all over the world every year.
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The region as a media location
WHEN RACING FANS FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD MEET AT IFFEZHEIM RACE-
COURSE, THE BROADCAST MEDIA ARE SOON ON SITE. Like Südwestrundfunk (SWR), 

Germany’s second-biggest public broadcaster. Based in Baden-Baden, it is close to all the 

action. Numerous media establishments and companies ranging from radio stations and 

training centres to experienced media production and information service providers are 

based in the region.

Media/Culture | Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion | HighTech meets the Good Life 

SWR, Ger-
many’s, second 

largest public 
broadcaster, is 

based in Baden-
Baden.

» Media front-runner. Germany’s TV and radio programme 
schedules offer a wealth of choice these days, and Baden-
Baden makes a major contribution to this diversity. Südwest- 
rundfunk (SWR) produces almost one-fifth of all the pro-
grammes on ARD’s Das Erste channel from its television centre 
in Baden-Baden. The official hit lists for music and video pro-
ductions, feature films, books, CD-ROMs and video games are 
supplied by the Baden-Baden-based company Media Control. 
It also provides TV audience ratings for the whole of Germany 
and awards the German Media Prize, whose recent prizewin-
ners include the Dalai Lama, Nelson Mandela and Bill Clinton.

» SWR – a modern media company. SWR is the second biggest 
broadcaster on ARD, covering the Baden-Württemberg and 
Rhineland-Palatinate areas with their combined population 
of almost 15 million people. But the Baden-Baden broadcaster 
is also well-known way beyond its own state borders: almost 
one in five programmes produced by the German public broad- 
caster ARD come from south-west Germany. SWR produces  
programmes like Tigerenten Club, ARD-Buffet, Plusminus,  
Tatort and Verstehen Sie Spass? for the DAS ERSTE, ARTE,  
PHOENIX, KI.KA and ARD Digital public broadcasting  
channels.

The Baden-Baden Broadcasting Centre is also responsible for 
the popular radio stations SWR1, SWR2 (cultural radio), SWR3 
(pop music), SWR4 (regional station), SWR cont.ra (informa-
tion and news) and DASDING (children’s and young people’s 
station). 

» Film partners in the south-west. The FilmCommission Baden 
Baden/Karlsruhe is the first port of call for the film and tele-
vision sector when it comes to producing films and television 
programmes in the Baden-Baden, Karlsruhe and northern 

Black Forest regions. It also maintains a film database at  
www.film.baden-baden.com, which contains details of the 
most attractive locations in the region. Filmboard Karlsruhe  
e. V. supports the work of the FilmCommission in Karlsruhe. 
The organisation cooperates with numerous supraregional 
media institutions and is co-organiser of the established Karls-
ruhe Independent Days film festival.

» The European Media and Event Academy in Baden-Baden 
gets young people started on their way to careers in new media.  
In collaboration with the Baden-Baden Vocational School, the 
Karlsruhe University of Applied Sciences, the IHK Education 
Centre and SWR, this college offers top-rate qualifications for 
careers in culture and media, such as event engineers and 
events technology masters, prop masters, scenery painters and 
designers, audiovisual media designers and media engineers.

» ZKM: culture factory in the digital age. Media Museum, 
Museum of New Art, Mediathek and Media Theatre: all of 
this and more awaits the public at the ZKM Centre for Art 
and Media Technology in Karlsruhe. The remit of the ZKM is 
not only to be a museum but also a production and research 
location. Here people can explore the theoretical and practi-
cal sides of new media, test the potential of their own devel-
opments, present potential uses and take a critical look at 
how the information society is taking shape. It is a place for 
breaking new ground and exploring the future. It offers visitors 
plenty of scope for participation and presents itself as a living 
place of encounter for science, art, politics and business. The 
Institute for Music and Acoustics and the Institute for Visual 
Media attract famous guest artists from all over the world. Thus 
the ZKM is the birthplace of many new multimedia artworks 
which are immediately put on display for the public to enjoy. 
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|1 Whodunnit. For the past 25 

years, Ulrike Folkerts has starred 

as Superintendent Lena Odenthal 

and Andreas Hoppe as Superin- 

tendent Mario Kopper in the 

German television detective series 

Tatort set in Ludwigshafen. But 

most of the series is filmed in  

Karlsruhe and Baden-Baden.

|2 Atmospheric education and 

event venue: the academy stage 

of the European Media and Event 

Academy in Baden-Baden.

|3 ZKM. The only one of its kind 

in the world, this cultural insti-

tution goes way beyond its remit 

as a museum, bringing together 

research and production, exhib- 

itions and much more besides 

under one roof.

» The Baden-Württemberg State Media Centre in Karlsruhe is  
a centre of excellence for learning software and is a market  
leader in the internet sector in Germany. The centre offers  
online museum visits as well as comprehensive access to the 
print media in neighbouring France.

» LernRadio and the television programme ExtraHerz are  
examples of the practical nature of the work being done at  
the Karlsruhe University of Music. Students of the LernRadio 
Institute run the day-to-day broadcasting operations of the 
104.8 FM radio station Karlsruhe.

Besides radio and internet, the LernRadio Institute is also  
active in television. Its university magazine programme Extra-
Herz, which is produced and presented entirely by students, 
is broadcast weekly on the television channels R-TV, RNFplus 
and bwfamily.

» Media sector with supraregional qualities. MEKA, the Initia-
tive to Strengthen the Karlsruhe MediaRegion, is a network of 
committed media creatives who have set themselves the task 
of raising awareness of the excellent media infrastructure and 
competence in the region. 



» A visit for art’s sake. These days there is hardly a style, genre 
or theme that cannot be found in the museums of the Karlsruhe  
region. From the Karlsruhe State Natural History Museum to the 
world-famous Centre for Art and Media Technology (ZKM), from 
the Frieder Burda Collection in Baden-Baden with its more than 
1,000 paintings, sculptures, objects and works on paper to the 
unique Unimog Museum, from the German Road Museum in 
Germersheim to the Max Slevogt Gallery at Villa Ludwigshöhe 
near Edenkoben: our culture region has a huge diversity of art 
for young and old alike to see, marvel at, discover and explore.

» Experience architecture. The Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion 
has much to offer everyone from lovers of modern art and  
architecture to fans of Baroque and classicism. An absolute 
highlight for fans of classic modernism is surely the Dammer-
stock Bauhaus estate in Karlsruhe.
But anyone who has ever wondered how the other half lived in 
the 18th century should take a look behind the scenes at the  
palaces of Bruchsal, Ettlingen, Karlsruhe and Rastatt. Aristo-
cratic flair is guaranteed.
Take Karlsruhe Palace, for example, which was laid out in the 
shape of a fan in the style of the French Sun King Louis XIV. 
Legend has it that the founder of the city of Karlsruhe, Margrave 
Charles William, stopped off for a quick nap while hunting in 
the Hardt Forest and fell asleep at the spot where the current 
palace stands. There he dreamt about a star-shaped city plan 
with his palace at the centre. Created in 1715, this unique urban 
street plan is said to have been based on his dream. However 
the design came into being, the palace itself is breathtaking-
ly beautiful. Trifels Castle near Annweiler is one of the most  
famous German castles and is equated like no other with 

the golden age of the Middle Ages at the time of the Staufer  
emperors. But the Melanchthon town of Bretten, the Baroque 
towns of Rastatt and Bruchsal, Ettlingen with its prize-winning 
urban restoration, Stutensee as a pioneer of ecological build-
ing, and Schwarzach with its Minster in the administrative dis-
trict of Rastatt, are all examples of architecture at its best.

» Culture in the best company: With the Festspielhaus in  
Baden-Baden, our region boasts the second largest opera  
house in Europe, attracting the crème de la crème of the  
classical music scene. Festivals and concert series like the  
Herbert von Karajan Whitsun Festival in Baden-Baden draw 
classical music fans from far and wide. Karlsruhe has estab- 
lished itself as an outstanding Handel city. Exciting produc-
tions and musical excellence make the Badisches Staatstheater 
in Karlsruhe an attractive destination for culture aficionados. 
But the region has much to offer in terms of modern music 
as well: the Jazztival in Bühl, the Zeltival in Tollhaus and the 
SWR3 New Pop Festival guarantee festival-goers atmosphere 
and entertainment in spades.

» Elegance galore at the starting post. Do you appreciate a 
touch of elegance at sporting events? Amidst hats, hooves and 
high society, horse-racing fans enjoy the hustle and bustle of 
the world-famous Iffezheim races. Every year, horses from all 
over Europe and overseas line up at the starting post in front 
of some 120,000 enthusiastic race-goers. But it is not just about 
the horses. The competition to see and be seen, the thrill of 
betting on your favourite horse and the unique flair of this 
meeting all help to make it an international event that is not 
to be missed.

A region with 3,240 km2  
of cultural highlights
THEATRE AND MUSIC FANS, ART LOVERS AND TECHIES, DEVOTEES OF BAROQUE 
OR ANYONE SIMPLY WANTING AN ENJOYABLE, RELAXING DAY OUT – there is  

something for everyone in the Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion between the Kraichgau, the  

Palatinate Mountains, the Northern Black Forest and the Rhine. There are highlights for  

all ages and all tastes to discover here among our diverse museum scene, our major 

theatrical and music events and our splendid Baroque palaces and gardens. Hardly 

surprising, then, that our region enjoys the reputation of a first-class CultureRegion.

Media/Culture | Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion | HighTech meets the Good Life 

The Karlsruhe  
CulturalRegion has  

an unparalleled  
cultural offering  

in an area of  
3,240 km².

|46



|47

» A cultural tête-à-tête. While historic processions bring the 
Renaissance and the Middle Ages back to life for spectators in 
the Melanchthon town of Bretten, in Rastatt more than 150,000 
visitors flock to Germany’s biggest street theatre festival every 
two years to mingle with jugglers, pantomimes and artists of all 
genres. Many other events and a vibrant fringe arts scene are 
further highlights of our attractive cultural region.

» As part of the Rhineland Palatinate’s Cultural Summer there  
is classical music, jazz and rock, theatre and ballet aplenty in  
the Germersheim administrative district. This multi-week 
festival is held in the Concert Hall and in the open air against 
the atmospheric backdrop of the ‘horseshoe’ at the Fronte  
Beckers fortress. The events at the Germersheim Town and Fort-
ress Museum at the Ludwigstor also exude a particular charm.

|1 Museum Frieder Burda. The interna-

tionally renowned Frieder Burda Collec-

tion currently holds more than 1,000 works 

of contemporary and modern art.

|2 Ettlingen Palace Festival.  

In the summer the palace courtyard is 

transformed into an open-air stage for 

works ranging from  

classic comedy to musical theatre in a 

magnificent setting.

|3 Festspielhaus Baden-Baden.Europe’s 

second biggest opera house seats 2,500 

people. Its performances and acoustics are 

among the best in the world.

|4 tête-à-tête Rastatt. Germany’s biggest 

biennial street theatre festival attracts 

more than 150,000 visitors every two 

years and has long since become a hall-

mark way beyond the region’s boundaries.

|5 Rhineland-Palatinate Cultural 

Summer. This annual summer event plays 

a major role in boosting the cultural profile 

of the region. 

|6 Eremitage Waghäusel. The high-cal-

ibre Baroque castle of the Speyer Prince 

Bishops has a dazzling cultural pro-

gramme – cultural heritage meets modern 

entertainment!

Cultural gem in a Baroque setting. The Eremitage (Hermitage) is 
a castle built in 1724 by Prince Bishop of Speyer Damian Hugo 
Philipp von Schönborn as a private retreat. Today this high-cali- 
bre historical monument is the jewel in the crown of the town 
of Waghäusel and a popular venue for well-known artists and 
for a wide range of cultural events for young and old. Having 
been extended and modified numerous times over the years, 
the central core and three of the four cavaliers’ pavilions are 
still in existence today and have been lovingly and painstak-
ingly renovated to preserve the historical character of the Bar- 
oque ensemble. The five-day Kultursommer Eremitage (Eremit-
age Cultural Summer) was held for the first time in 2013. With 
its highly diverse programme of literature, music, dance, song 
and theatre, the Eremitage’s cultural offering creates a new di-
mension at this interface between the church and modern art.

|4
|3

|5

|2
|1

|6
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Such a great place 
for a holiday ...
The Friedrichsbad Roman-Irish baths in Baden-Baden have been a  
wonderful place to relax since 1877. Baden-Baden’s hot springs provide  
a soothing combination of hot air, thermal steam and thermal exercise  
baths that is unique in the world.
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... is also a great place
to work.

Leisure/Tourism | Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion | HighTech meets the Good Life 

More than one million people live in the Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion.  
Many of them work in tourism, the culture sector and catering. We know  
how to combine work and pleasure.

Come and experience our typical warm, friendly  

hospitality in our hotels and restaurants for yourself.
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Live where other people go 
on holiday
HERE HOLIDAY STARTS RIGHT OUTSIDE YOUR FRONT DOOR. You can really enjoy 

life in the sunniest part of Germany – in the Black Forest, the Kraichgau, the Southern Palat-

inate or along the Rhine. Countless local recreation and sports facilities are available to help 

you keep body and soul in good shape. And if that sounds like too much effort, you can enjoy 

a wellness programme in one of our historic spa baths or take a stroll around our beautiful 

towns and cities and discover their cosmopolitan flair.

Leisure/Tourism | Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion | HighTech meets the Good Life 

There’s something 
for everyone in  

the Karlsruhe  
TechnologyRegion.

|1 With its mild climate and charming 

countryside, the Southern Wine Route is a 

popular destination all year round.

|2 With an area of more than 3,000 m², 

the Caracalla Thermal Baths offer space 

aplenty to relax and bathe at leisure in the 

healing thermal waters.

|3 The almond blossoms of the Palatinate 

envelope the entire region in a wonderfully 

delicate, pink robe.

» Attractive feel-good towns brimming with life and history.
Our region’s towns and cities make for a wonderful day out. 
From Baroque towns like Bruchsal and Rastatt, famous spas 
and romantic half-timbered Black Forest villages to the vibrant 
university city of Karlsruhe. And not forgetting Baden-Baden, 
the spa, holiday and convention city famous the world over for 
its thermal baths, casino and Festspielhaus. Experience the 
friendly welcome and joie de vivre of this city, recently crowned 
Germany’s first ‘feel-good’ city by the Viabono tourism associ- 
ation – and not without good reason!

» Wellness and health are something of a tradition here. 
Even the Romans knew that bathing in thermal waters full of  
minerals and salts did you good. Dip into the world of well- 
ness, from the historic Friedrichsbad in Baden-Baden and the  

‘bathing temples’ in Waldbronn, Gaggenau and Bad Berg- 
zabern, to south-west Germany’s biggest thermal baths in  
Bad Schönborn.

» Our Mediterranean climate and charming landscapes attract 
visitors from near and far. Known as the ‘Tuscany of Germany', 
the Southern Palatinate not only offers vineyards and sweet 
chestnut trees covering an area of about 640 km2, but also 
around 1,800 hours of sunshine every year. In the Kraichgau 
too, the ‘Land of 1,000 Hills’, the climate is almost Mediter- 
ranean – perfect for exploring the beautiful countryside. The 
Kraichgau-Stromberg region has been a popular destination 
since time immemorial. There were more than 100 knights‘ cas-
tles here in the Middle Ages, and the area was once home to the 
oldest European, Homo heidelbergensis.
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» The Black Forest Nature Park, the first Transfrontier  
Biosphere Reserve in Europe, the Vosges du Nord-Palatinate 
Forest, the PAMINA Rhine Park museum landscape – lovers of  
nature have a choice of some unique natural landscapes 
here. Follow Germany‘s oldest holiday route, the Black  
Forest Pass, and enjoy the unique beauty and diversity of  
the Black Forest. Or if walking is your thing, why not explore 
this popular holiday region on the Westweg. Now more than  
100 years old, this cross-country route has long since become  
a cult path among ramblers. The Pamina Rhine Park is also  
a great place for fitness fans to explore – this time by bike.  
Besides the Rheinau Woods, the Ried and the Sauer delta it 
also features various museums, all of which are connected by 
a cycle path.

» From luxurious to romantic to family-friendly. There‘s a hotel  
to suit every taste and budget in the Karlsruhe Technology- 
Region: local hospitality in congenial country inns, comfort- 

able international business hotels, or the luxury and glamour 
of traditional, high-end establishments. While Baden-Baden's 
five-star luxury hotels offer a highly professional service and 
top quality cuisine, families can choose between a range of 
different holiday options that have won ‘Family Holidays in 
Baden-Württemberg’ awards.

» Culinary paradise for food lovers. South-west Germany 
is the home of Black Forest ham and Kirsch. Connoisseurs  
swear by the famous Bruchsal asparagus. Thanks to our mild, 
almost Mediterranean climate, we grow figs, aubergines and 
almonds in our region, all of which harmonise perfectly with 
the outstanding local wines from Baden-Württemberg and the 
Palatinate. No surprise, then, that our region is also home to 
some outstanding cuisine. Such as in nearby Baiersbronn. This 
small municipality nestling in the midst of the Black Forest is 
an insider’s tip: it already has eight Michelin stars sparkling in 
its gourmet firmament.

|4 At the Walk‘sches Haus in 

Weingarten village centre, one 

hundred years of history rub 

shoulders with modern comfort 

and friendly hospitality.

|5 Exquisite cuisine and  

superb service at the Erbprinz 

Restaurant in Ettlingen.

|6 One of the finest addresses  

in the world: the Brenner’s 

Park-Hotel & Spa in Baden-

Baden.

|7 The Oos winds its way  

picturesquely through  

Lichtentaler Allee.
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Sport makes you feel good
SOMETHING FOR EVERY SPORTS FAN. From surfing and skiing to mountain biking,  

climbing and hang gliding, the Karlsruhe SportRegion offers the whole gamut of sports  

for active holidaymakers. Come and see for yourself: sport and a true zest for life are 

in the air here!

Leisure/Tourism | Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion | HighTech meets the Good Life 

» Karlsruhe SportRegion: The Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion  
is also a SportRegion – and not only because of goalie Oliver 
Kahn, who grew up and celebrated his first successes here. 
Football fans cheer on the KSC in Bundesliga games at the Karls- 
ruhe Wildpark Stadium, basketball fans root for BG Karlsruhe  
in the Europahalle, while race-goers watch thoroughbreds bat-
tling head-to-head at Iffezheim.

Particularly popular are event highlights like the Tour de  
PAMINA, the Challenge Kraichgau Triathlon and the Baden 
Marathon, which enthral and delight thousands of partici-
pants and spectators every year.

» Whether in a sports club or on your own: fitness and health 
are easy to achieve here. With pure, unspoilt nature just  
outside your front door, you can walk, jog or cycle just about 
anywhere. Open-air and indoor swimming pools are avail-
able en masse; the Rheinaue wetlands are a great place for  
canoeing; and the quarry lakes are perfect for surfers. Tennis, 
mountain biking, riding, hang gliding, gliding or flying are  
also on offer. And the number of golf courses is constantly on 
the increase. We already have eight. Winter sports fans will  
find natural and artificial ice rinks, ski slopes and many kilo-
metres of tracked cross-country ski trails. And climbing fans 
can test their muscle power and endurance on the high rope 
courses in Baden-Baden, Bad Schönborn-Mingolsheim in 
the Kraichgau, Ettlingen, Kandel or at the Karlsruhe-Durlach  
climbing centre. Everyone can find their favourite sport in the 
Karlsruhe SportRegion.

|1 BG Karlsruhe playing at home  

in the Europahalle.

|2 The Karlsruher Sport-Club 

football team has a strong loyal 

following.

|3 The Black Forest also attracts 

winter sports fans.

|4 The annual Tour de PAMINA 

takes in the most beautiful parts  

of Baden, Alsace and the  

Palatinate.
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Event highlights
January/February/March
International indoor athletics meeting 
Karlsruhe, www.bw-bank-meeting.de

Handel Festival at the Badisches Staatstheater Karlsruhe 
Karlsruhe, www.staatstheater.karlsruhe.de

art KARLSRUHE, international fair for classic modern and 
contemporary art 
Messe Karlsruhe, www.art-karlsruhe.de

Almond Blossom festivals in the Palatinate  
Southern Wine Route, www.mandelbluete-pfalz.de

April/May/June
European Cultural Days  
Karlsruhe, www.europaeische-kulturtage.de 

Herbert von Karajan Whitsun Festival 
Baden-Baden, www.festspielhaus.de

EUNIQUE Arts and Crafts Fair 
Messe Karlsruhe, www.eu-nique.eu

palatia jazz – the international jazz festival of the Palatinate 
Southern Wine Route, www.palatiajazz.de

tête-à-tête, street theatre festival 
Rastatt, www.tete-a-tete.de

Challenge Kraichgau Triathlon 
www.challenge-kraichgau.com

Loschter Handkeesfescht, traditional folk festival 
Lustadt, www.loschter-handkeesfescht.de

Bühl International Bluegrass Festival 
Bühl, www.bluegrass-buehl.com

Bruchsal Asparagus Weeks  
Bruchsal, www.bruchsal-erleben.de

July/August
Tour de PAMINA through Baden, the Alsace and the  
Palatinate 
www.vis-a-vis-pamina.eu

Ettlingen Palace Festival: musical theatre and classic  
comedies 
Ettlingen, www.ettlingen.de

Mariinsky Opera Festival: concerts, opera and ballet 
Baden-Baden, www.festspielhaus.de

Maulbronn monastery concerts in one of Europe’s  
most impressive monasteries 
Maulbronn, www.klosterkonzerte.de

Bruchsal SummerTheatre  
Badische Landesbühne Bruchsal, www.dieblb.de

Folk Theatre on Germany’s biggest open-air stage 
Ötigheim, www.volksschauspiele.de

Karlsruher Zeltival 
Tollhaus Karlsruhe, www.zeltival.de

Museum Festival at the Baden-Württemberg State Museum 
Karlsruher Schloss, www.landesmuseum.de

Schwarzach Monastery concerts in the abbey church 
Rheinmünster-Schwarzach, www.vhs-landkreis-rastatt.de

Open-Air Classics in Bruchsal 
Bruchsal Baroque Palace, www.bruchsal.de

Medieval Peter and Paul Festival 
Bretten, www.peter-und-paul-fest.de

Das Fest 
Karlsruhe, www.dasfest.net

KAMUNA – Karlsruhe Museum Night 
Karlsruhe, www.kamuna.de

Grand Festival Week at Iffezheim Racecourse 
Iffezheim Racecourse, www.baden-racing.com

Germersheim Cultural Summer 
Germersheim, www.kultursommer-germersheim.de

September/October
Baden-Marathon Karlsruhe 
Karlsruhe, www.badenmarathon.de

SWR3 New Pop Festival 
Baden-Baden, www.swr.de

Bühl Plum Festival 
Bühl, www.buehl.de

Billigheimer Purzelmarkt – the Palatinate’s oldest local 
festival 
Billigheim, www.purzelmarkt.de

Jazztival Bühl 
Bühl, www.buehl.de

Sales & Racing Festival 
Iffezheim Racecourse, www.baden-racing.com

Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion NEO Innovation Prize 
www.technologieregion-karlsruhe.de/forschung

November/December
Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion GLOBAL Foreign Trade Prize 
Every 2 years, www.technologieregion-karlsruhe.de/wirtschaft 

Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion KULT Culture Prize 
Every 2 years, www.technologieregion-karlsruhe.de/kultur

Please check exact dates on the websites.
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INTERNATIONAL TRADE RELA-
TIONS! GLOBAL – AWARD FOR 
OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENTS 

IN FOREIGN TRADE

GLOBAL is awarded for outstanding 
achievements and commitment to fo-
reign trade and honours unique entre-
preneurial concepts and activities in 
this field. The changing thematic focus 
of the prize reflects current develop-
ments in international trade and their 
impact on growth in the region. The 
prize is endowed with prize money of 
€5,000 and is awarded every two years, 
alternating with KULT. Supported by 
the KTR Förderverein W!r, it is aimed 
primarily at local small and medium-
sized enterprises whose business stra-
tegy is geared towards international 
markets.

www.trk.de/wirtschaft

CULTURE CONNECTS! KULT – THE 
KARLSRUHE TECHNOLOGYREGI-
ON CULTURAL PRIZE HONOURS 
‘AMBASSADORS OF THE CULTU-

RALREGION’

The Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion Cul-
tural Prize is awarded to cultural pro-
jects and initiatives that promote the 
concept of regionalism and boost the 
region’s identity. Besides schools and 
individuals, KULT is also open to in-
stitutions, associations and initiatives 
in the Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion as 
well as voluntary projects. The prize 
honours unusual projects with role 
model potential that are either parti-
cularly innovative and experimental or 
are intentionally based around a more 
traditional art form. Integration pro-
jects which promote community spirit 
and communication between different 
cultures and generations in the region 
are also eligible. KULT is awarded eve-
ry two years.

www.trk.de/kultur

SETTING THE TONE FOR THE 
FUTURE! NEO – THE INNOVATION 
PRIZE THAT REWARDS OUTSTAN-
DING IDEAS IN RESEARCH AND 
INNOVATION

The Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion is sy-
nonymous with innovative and smart 
leading-edge technology. With the 
NEO, a prize endowed with €20,000, 
it rewards exceptional research and 
innovation achievements on different 
themes every year. The award goes to 
people and projects whose creative 
ideas and inspiration boost the KTR’s 
innovative strength and simultaneous-
ly send out a strong message beyond 
the region’s borders highlighting the 
quality and dynamism of achievements 
in the region. We’re looking for innova-
tions based on a convincing core idea 
that make a significant contribution 
to solving a current key technological 
issue in research. What impresses the 
high-calibre jury most is user-friendli-
ness, marketability and global relevan-
ce.

www.trk.de/forschung

NE0 KULT 
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‘RECONCILIATION OF WORK AND 
FAMILY LIFE’ EMPLOYER FORUM  
Courage to explore new avenues

KARLSRUHE ENERGY REGION  
Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion

THE KARLSRUHE TECHNOLOGY-
REGION SKILLS ALLIANCE 
Welcome! A career where High Tech 

meets the Good Life

The Employer Forum is a joint initiative 
of the Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion and 
the Karlsruhe Alliance for the Family 
together with their alliance partners, the 
Karlsruhe-Rastatt Employment Agency, 
the Karlsruhe Chamber of Trades and 
the Karlsruhe Chamber of Industry and 
Commerce. A family-friendly working 
environment improves quality of life and 
makes a location more attractive: bal-
ancing work, family and health is taking 
on increasing significance for employee 
and employer alike. Both benefit from 
a family-oriented staff policy, not least 
in light of the demographic change we 
are currently undergoing. The aim of 
the Employer Forum is to bring about 
targeted improvements in reconciling 
work and family life. The participants 
are aiming to develop a range of services 
that will help employers in the Karls-
ruhe TechnologyRegion implement 
family-oriented staff policies. This will 
encourage the establishment of fam- 
ily-friendly working conditions, im- 
prove employees’ quality of life and 
raise the region’s profile nationally as 
an attractive place for high-skilled and 
internationally executive-level workers 
to live and work. 

www.trk.de/wirtschaft/ 
arbeitgeberforum

We all use energy – day in, day out, 
directly and indirectly. With the limit- 
ed availability of fossil fuels and their 
increasing impact on the environment, 
we are urgently having to find ever 
more efficient ways of using energy and 
develop new technologies. Innovative 
technologies are the basis for ensuring 
a successful future. If we are to switch 
successfully to sustainable energy 
systems, particularly in this field, the 
worlds of business and science must 
work together to develop new ways 
of providing and using energy intelli-
gently. The Karlsruhe EnergyRegion is 
one of the most innovative regions in 
Europe and among the leaders in terms 
of energy research. In the web portal 
of the Karlsruhe EnergyRegion we are 
offering a platform for exchanging infor-
mation and ideas, regional networking 
and promoting and supporting collab- 
oration across the region. It aims to bring 
together the enormous knowledge, ex- 
perience and innovative research poten-
tial in the region, make it accessible and 
promote its further development. Dis-
cover the portal and be a part of it!

www.trk.de/energieregion 
www.energieregion-karlsruhe.com

The Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion is a 
growth region that is creating jobs. But 
many of these are still proving difficult 
to fill: the skills shortage in many sec-
tors has become one of the most urgent 
challenges in the region. To tackle this 
problem, the Karlsruhe Technology- 
Region Skills Alliance was formed in 
early 2013 under the slogan ‘A career 
where High Tech meets the Good Life’. 
The aim of the Karlsruhe Technology-
Region Skills Alliance is to attract high-
skilled people to the region, help them 
develop their careers and retain them 
long-term. To achieve this, a joint, open 
and proactive process has been set up 
to connect regional players and cluster 
existing initiatives. Potential solutions 
and measures are developed based on 
existing challenges and needs in vari-
ous areas. One example of the kind of 
collaboration taking place is the Career 
Centre, which is operated jointly with 
ka-news.

www.trk.de/wirtschaft/ 
fachkraefteallianz

Welcome!
Energy

Courage to explore
new avenuesRegionA career where HighTech

meets the Good Life

HighTech meets the Good Life HighTech meets the Good Life HighTech meets the Good Life

The Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion 
Skills Alliance

Karslruhe TechnologyRegion ‘Reconciliation of work and family life’ 
employer forum
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Would you like to find out more?
The Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion is the ideal location for investment. If you have any  

questions, please do not hesitate to contact us. Give us a call, write to us – a fantastic  

region awaits you!

Contact | Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion | HighTech meets the Good Life 

Contact
Karlsruhe Chamber of Industry and Commerce 
Lammstrasse 13-17 
D-76133 Karlsruhe

Tel.: +49 (0)721 174-0  
Fax: +49 (0)721 174-290

info@technologieregion-karlsruhe.de 
www.technologieregion-karlsruhe.de

Baden-Baden
Baden-Baden Council  
Rathaus / Marktplatz 2 
76530 Baden-Baden

Tel.: +49 (0)7221 93-2043

wifoe@baden-baden.de 
www.baden-baden.de

Gewerbeentwicklung 
Baden-Baden GmbH 
Pariser Ring 37 
76532 Baden-Baden

Tel.: +49 (0)7221 390-415

schuebert@gewerbe-baden-baden.de 
www.gewerbe-baden-baden.de

Bretten
Bretten Council  
Untere Kirchgasse 9 
75015 Bretten

Tel.: +49 (0)7252 921-230

stadt@bretten.de 
www.bretten.de

Bruchsal
Bruchsal Council  
Kaiserstrasse 66 
76646 Bruchsal

Tel.: +49 (0)7251 79-0

info@bruchsal.de 
www.bruchsal.de

Bühl
Business Development Department 
Bühl Council  
Eisenbahnstrasse 10 
77815 Bühl

Tel.: +49 (0)7223 935-667

wifoe@buehl.dewww.buehl.de 
www.buehl.de

Ettlingen
Ettlingen Council  
Marktplatz 2 
76275 Ettlingen

Tel.: +49 (0)7243 101-212

wifoe@ettlingen.de 
www.ettlingen.de

Gaggenau
Gaggenau Council  
Business Development  
Agency August-Schneider-Strasse 20 
76571 Gaggenau

Tel.: +49 (0)7225 962-660

wirtschaftsfoerderung@gaggenau.de 
www.gaggenau.de

Karlsruhe
Karlsruhe Business Development 
Agency Zähringer Strasse 65 a 
76124 Karlsruhe

Tel.: +49 (0)721 133-7300

wifoe@karlsruhe.de 
www.karlsruhe.de

Rastatt
Rastatt Business Development Agency 
Marktplatz 1 
76437 Rastatt

Tel.: +49 (0)7222 972-1210

franz.reil@rastatt.dewww.rastatt.de 
www.rastatt.de

Rheinstetten
Rheinstetten Council  
Rappenwörthstrasse 49 
76287 Rheinstetten

Tel.: +49 (0)7242 9514-500

rathaus@rheinstetten.de 
www.rheinstetten.de

Stutensee
Stutensee Council  
Rathausstrasse 1-3 
76297 Stutensee

Tel.: +49 (0)7244 969-100

wirtschaftsfoerderung@stutensee.de 
www.stutensee.de

Waghäusel
Waghäusel Council 
Gymnasiumstr. 1 
68753 Waghäusel 

Telefon: +49 7254 207-0

Stadtverwaltung@waghaeusel.de 
www.waghaeusel.de

Germersheim 
Administrative District
Wirtschaftsförderungsgesellschaft 
Landkreis Germersheim mbH  
Luitpoldplatz 1

76726 Germersheim

Tel.: +49 (0)7274 53-218  
Fax: +49 (0)7274 53-15500

wifoe@kreis-germersheim.de 
www.kreis-germersheim.de

Karlsruhe  
Administrative District
Karlsruhe District Administrator’s 
Office Allee 2 
76137 Karlsruhe

Tel.: +49 (0)721 936-6015

bau.u.strassenwesen@ 
landratsamt-karlsruhe.de 
www.landratsamt-karlsruhe.de

Rastatt  
Administrative District
Rastatt District Administrator’s Office 
Am Schlossplatz 5 
76437 Rastatt

Tel.: +49 (0)7222 381-3151  
Fax: +49 (0)7222 381-3199

amt31@landkreis-rastatt.de 
www.landkreis-rastatt.de

Südliche Weinstrasse 
Administrative District
Mittelstandsberatungs- und 
Betreuungsgesellschaft (MBB SÜW) 
An der Kreuzmühle 2 
76829 Landau

Tel.: +49 6341 940-451  
Fax: +49 6341 940-506

k.mueller@mbb-suew.de 
www.mbb-suew.de

Regional Planning  
Association Middle  
Upper Rhine
Regional Planning Association  
Middle Upper Rhine  
HAUS DER REGION  
Baumeisterstrasse 2 
76137 Karlsruhe

Tel.: +49 (0)721 35502-0  
Fax: +49 (0)721 35502-22

rvmo@region-karlsruhe.de 
www.region-karlsruhe.de
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